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I # TFTAT UPSC mains question papers- Essay (2013 to 2023) HYT3T H&¥ SqaTiad F%& (oo 3g. TFTeT
AR Mg il THTOEHT =T WA=t g1 SUS(l A7 [Eat ATUHed= A, AT Jo58 ATST HEA TFATH HLOTAT
= AT T qer T3e= T=7 A ATt SqaTiad Fed (oo oy, 3T o@ra UPSC Essay paper
= questions g GS syllabus topics g oo e sie Som=T wHET SHEATAT AT=AT SA¥THTd gred.

UPSC = &g Trerdie W TEameaiar oi=ar A¥amarer TRT e uama 7ad &, MPSC Rajyaseva New
Syllabus 2025 AT <&ist UPSC = TTaasi= ¥ fe=meaiqr oai=a1 ¥ I Q9T 30 ged Fid .

UPSC CSM 9¥&rd, SHEATTAT el AT A of1for B 7y Ua fawa Faga wars e game 1000-1200
STSITHEN STTOr Feaht 125 I[UITETST o1& Uy 21 ferer forgrer .

UPSC CSM Essay paper Red fa=areT STaeam™ Tod% 797 (1000-1200 Words, 125 Marks) aTT fa=meerar
AT, SATTSHUIT T TS [T T T THF FLUATT SATAT T2,
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Theme Essay Topics Year | Marks
History, Civilization, | zfqgme & 4=TT{h WIOTATT Fedai=eaTd A= HT0ETET 2022 | 125
Culture fresarerea st wrferT are.

History is a series of victories won by the scientific man over the
romantic man

TTaRTET=T AT &I, Tiaelt STt Fgul ST gt U 2021 | 125
STEATEIE T eat TguL.

History repeats itself, first as a tragedy, second as a farce.

HERAT FZUTS AT S AR, AT FETST ATTATHRS S 3. 2020 | 125
Culture is what we are, civilization is what we have
ZFRTOT ATFAATE FHIST FIad aigere ATald, T2 O A=A dA4H 2019 | 125

HqEpdt i Aty sredi=ar Aradr aige ed.

South Asian societies are woven not around the state, but
around their plural cultures and plural identities

AT BT HIAAT =T ATTOr Feai=r et T ong 2018 | 125
The past' is a permanent dimension of human consciousness
and values
Theme Essay Topics Year | Marks
Democracy/ TAITA HHRAT BT AT AR AT T &TaRT 3 2019 | 125

Fundamental Rights
Biased media is a real threat to Indian democracy

TR AL g ML ATRHT A7 HT? 2014 | 125

Is sting operation an invasion on privacy?
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Federalism | \qreardier s afor Treaiweir AT gagias T e SUTI=T THE. 2017 | 125

Impact of the new economic measures on fiscal ties between the union and
states in India.

TEITST ATCardie oAt aroft fEere 2016 | 125

Water disputes between States in federal India

gy wuersT: e ey areaa 2016 | 125

Cooperative federalism: Myth or reality

Theme Essay Topics Year | Marks
Gender HeA T S ATV GATIL AT ATH, Tealal [T STk U1 AT 2023 | 125
Justice

Girls are weighed down by restrictions, boys with demands two equally
harmful disciplines.

ST T TSV AAUTAT=AT gTaTd STHard. 2021 | 125

Hand that rocks the cradle rules the world.

TOrqET SaeT, FEaa 9T AHAGT, ATHTS [ATHd=T Fard STHrar 2020 | 125
THAT TR

Patriarchy is the least noticed yet the most significant structure of social
inequality

ATATA T T ST TAaT oF T [T e 2017 | 125

Fulfilment of 'new woman' in India is a myth.

H-gEa=T g9 o= T F2ar e AT a7 ar g aaqr 2016 | 125

If development is not engendered, it is endangered

TEHT ATEAT ATABT TEOTTAT [RATHTST 3Tg T2 2014 | 125

Is the growing level of competition good for the youth?
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Theme Essay Topics Year | Marks
Social Justice | ST HHTSTA ST{Erh =T AT AT THTST FZUTS ST HHATSTAT SALHTHT FHT 2023 | 125
Education,

Poverty, etc.) A society that has more justice is a society that needs less charity.

AT TG HTATISE =TT 213 M ATal 93 AT =arE [ 2020 | 125
SR e L FAREEC LT I

There can be no social justice without economic prosperity but
economic prosperity without social justice is meaningless

TTATH AT FAhe ATTOr fALA0THE geteq & ARAT=4T AREerqor= w20 | 2019 | 125
e

Neglect of primary health care and education in India are reasons for its
backwardness

FIog! T T THA AT T oA 2018 | 125

Poverty anywhere is a threat to prosperity everywhere

Theme Essay Topics Year | Marks
Education | emresd foraeredT ST fAds Tea=ae ST S%d o Fgurst T, 2023 | 125
Education is what remains after one has forgotten what one has learned in
school.
YT AiadsT AT=aT a¥1Td ==, 2017 | 125

Destiny of a nation is shaped in its classrooms.

TITITEA A= STeelel frer0T, ST foraesh ST g faden=, AT gene 2015 [ 125
AT aad.

Education without values, as useful as it is, seems rather to make a man
more clever devil.

STHTIOT ATHUAT g $Terforeh e fohat SRThi=r FiRTeT [ISTHTT 378 FT?2 2014 | 125

Are the standardized tests good measure of academic ability or progress?
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Economic ATTIh TS ATETATATST ST g FATTH  TTTHTT AT, 2022 125

Development

Forests are the best case studies for economic excellence

ATLATA A dgaed ATHATATS I AATgT= AL TAITHT w7 2017 125
QI THTEAT 3.

Farming has lost the ability to be a source of subsistence for
majority of farmers in India.

ATLATA T STABS SIS Higd Aol a1e & afefe gareor=t | 2016 125
[ELRGIREE IR IRAIE: i

Near jobless growth in India: An anomaly or an outcome of
economic reforms

FefSreer srefrereat €1 U qHTar fohar i srata=n &a . | 2016 125

Digital economy: A leveller or a source of economic inequality

A AAATRIIT TATHTALF [AHTE TTET LR AT FT? 2015 125

Can capitalism bring inclusive growth?

HATAT FATHAT [AHTH HEEAUT GO =gl grav il 2014 125
SIS T?

Was it the policy paralysis or the paralysis of implementation
which slowed the growth of our country?

e ATEATATST &1 T&aT HIST AT T AFHAT FT? 2014 125

Tourism: Can this be the next big thing for India?

el QTN Iearae (GDP) HIad, Z9m=aT HYE ™ oA 2013 250
FLOATHTST Hhel T[T A (GDH) T fAgeria s, (25%0)
words

GDP (Gross Domestic Product) along with GDH (Gross
Domestic Happiness) would be the right indices for judging the
well-being of a country.
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Science/ A=t IO ST9 = TSRS FHERTE TIvAT=AT ST =iy | 2023 125
Technology/ |z,

Innovation/
R&D, etc.

Inspiration for creativity springs from the effort to look for the
magical in the mundane.

T TZUTST T, FATATHAT AT 9 2021 125

What is research, but a blind date with knowledge

AL HFL T T Teeh T s 2020 125

Technology as the silent factor in international relations

T gigm= 3a afaeara JTsEiET A G 1w #reeg arfor | 2019 125
IF-HIIT T AT TSTE [FATT F0g=T Fefy

Rise of Artificial Intelligence the threat of jobless future or better job
opportunities through reskilling and upskilling

ZATHTE TE=AT A= ALATATST T G+ 2018 125

Alternative technologies for a climate change resilient India

H9TT HITESAT T IUST= U Earefi HTeaw e, 2017 125

'Social media' is inherently a selfish medium.

AT T AF a1e =Afor Frwiores Fearorr=r qe fFgie =g 2016 125
Innovation is the key determinant of economic growth and social

welfare

HTATTEAT AT TedAe: QIHehTaTd AT Teqaarst sieftats fFar ema | 2016 125

Cyberspace and Internet: Blessing or curse to the human
civilization in the long run

AT HLSATBTAT STRIT B3 T ATal. 2015 125

Technology cannot replace manpower.

ST rfor ST § TET=AT AT Srtr R et THar 2013 250

ST SR (2500
words)

Science and Technology is the panacea for the growth and security
of the nation.
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India | 9rear=ar HuT Faret= SHaeIT g UF Stedt w9 g 2018 125

Management of Indian border disputes a complex task

FEIAT ST AA-3TATETHe Toghe (NAM) T AT TTHRIHAT THTAT 3rg 2017 125
F1?

Has the Non-Alignment Movement (NAM) lost its relevance in a
multipolar world?

TEATHHILT Hahe - AT (e AT, 2015 125

Crisis faced in India-moral or economic.

STt &y ARATAT HIY 34 ATeid. 2015 125

Dreams which should not let India sleep.

Aiferfrrra e ToTe gauiTas WILarars! aredd 3 g F1? 2014 125

Fifty Golds in Olympics Can this be a reality for India?

FHTEAATT AIATHHAT HILAT=AT TTAT < AT AT FI? 2013 250
(2500
s the Colonial mentality hindering India's success? words)
7
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Abstract Topics

Choice/ Situation
handling

FIOET TR AT qTIEo

Just because you have a choice, it does not mean that any
of them has to be right

Themes Essay Topics Year Marks
Importance of 1 g GotarRd A, e @9 sreea e =t gEara g | 2023 125
adversity or struggle. ATaT.

Thinking is like a game, it does not begin unless there is an
opposite team.
Decision Making/ ST AT o A= TRETT Hae sraaqmar= geaefi v saer | 2023 125
Choice/ Situation STTAT.
handling
Visionary decision-making happens at the intersection of
intuition and logic.
Philosophical TEHUTE HaF gLacrel qedTd. 2023 125
Not all who wander are lost.
Philosophical T g FIGIE KR 31@ 2023 125
Mathematics is the music of reason.
Philosophical FAT g ST AT ATeAATITH FIAGHT . 2022 125
Poets are the unacknowledged legislators of the world
Importance of STETST SaT=AT AT AT T, Tq J AT 7. 2022 125
adversity or struggle.
A ship in harbour is safe, but that is not what ship is for
Decision Making/ TATHTL AT BOIL TEEd FLOITAT 965 A 2022 125
Choice/ Situation
handling The time to repair the roof is when the sun is shining
Decision Making/ AT AT TFel FaT TS 2T T ATer 2022 125
Choice/ Situation
handling You cannot step twice in the same river
Decision Making/ Rua greT T T M@t [Magere aree 1. 2022 125
Choice/ Situation
handling A smile is the chosen vehicle for all ambiguities
Decision Making/ <k qESATHRS T e FgUA, ATT 72 36T ATet it iy 2022 125
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Wisdom finds truth

Self-discovery TF-TTET=T ShAT SATAT qIRgSeT aTg] |didhe JrqauaTg arer | 2021 125
A,
The process of self-discovery has now been technologically
outsourced.
Attitude’s Influence | ATETEEET=T THET FHS qHHT fA=TaLoll FfAfafad 7 2021 125
and Relation with TH=ATaE=T ATt g & A sew e,
Thought and
Behaviour. Values Your perception of me is a reflection of you; my reaction to
you is an awareness of me.
Philosophical TR AHVATH T Ueh Heaiash sael (F2rfoam) sme, av | 2021 125
RUREEIEEARE L I S
Philosophy of wantlessness is Utopian, while materialism is
a chimera.
Philosophical T g AT T8 AT ATEqd g 6T 32, 2021 125
The real is rational and the rational is real.
Decision Making/ AT Tl &7 FTAh FTeaT Ty 3ad. 2021 125
Choice/ Situation
handling There are better practices to "best practices".
Ethics/Morality/Values | srqey TEUTST AT arfoT IITUIHﬁ T 9 TaTa 2020 125
Life is long journey between human being and being
humane
Rationality F=qE T HFed g1 T =T AT AT AST IALF A 2020 125
Mindful manifesto is the catalyst to a tranquil self
Ethics/Morality/Values | Sgret ei=aT as&adra=ar I 24 ATeid, a< Stgrera qoir | 2020 125
T T FEard
Ships do not sink because of water around them, ships sink
because of water that gets into them
Philosophical TTATOTT ZT IH TREHRTT 3 2020 125
Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication
Ethics/Morality/Values | faae &g orrerar 2019 125
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Ethics/Morality/Values | g3 Tgors ATV ATET, I T TSl ST HTIEERT = TEmaT g4. | 2019 125
Values are not what humanity is, but what humanity ought to
be.
Success TR & SATIOT ETCOATHT (A g FAT= & Hof g, | 2019 125
Courage to accept and dedication to improve are two keys to
success
Decision Making/ TETE SAHATET S HATH T8 o HHISES] ey q8er= o4 | 2019 125
Choice/ Situation ATaT.
handling
Best for an individual is not necessarily best for the society
Ethics/Morality/Values | 5irer stta=r I8 I SAr{or S=re AtetstT o&d 2018 125
A good life is one inspired by love and guided by knowledge
Ethics/Morality/Values | &taTeT Sfashar smeffe Sta-Tandt artasis 9 oTshd el 2018 125
Customary morality cannot be a guide to modern life
Ethics/Morality/Values | ST 59Tst saeaT fAaraTiesrmi«T cam=ar aaiae stfere aga aar | 2018 125
SERGIEG
A people that values its privileges above its principles loses
both
Philosophical FATEATARAT STELATAT JTET TEA, T ATHT T F 2018 125
Reality does not conform to the ideal, but confirms it
Attitude’s Influence AT T FAATHA] T 99T I61T 3]1% 2017 125
and Relation with
Thought and Joy is the simplest form of gratitude.
Behaviour. values
Human Actions AT HTAAT HTAATHT GATH IS <35 AT, T AR FTHA] 2017 125
farer % orhd ATel.
We may brave human laws but cannot resist natural laws.
Ethics/Morality/Values | 3rest &t STaT=T ST 318 Ao A=t srfaves S arer #zar. | 2016 125
Need brings greed, if greed increases it spoils breed
Ethics/Morality/Values | waramar sqar FTUATYLT IT=AT FTHTT Ted FL0 I 2015 125
10
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Lending hands to someone is better than giving a dole.

Success =5 TT Heferd sAehi= ora fSiefar 2015 125

Quick but steady wins the race.

Ethics/Morality/Values | s=a= =1t fa=ar BEECIG) ﬁ-egr I 2015 125

Character of an institution is reflected in its leader.

Ethics/Morality/Values | s(fT¥ qraaT I Taraaig! ared. 2014 125

With greater power comes greater responsibility.

Philosophical 9158 ZETET TAATITEAT YT ST, 2014 125

Words are sharper than the two-edged sword.

Philosophical ST &el TERTEAT TATHET TEIF=T AT, T STl T e A, 2013 250
TS (2500
words)

Be the change you want to see in others Gandhiji.

11
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